E cw Ca... 
Fa 


eva 3 8 AH, 


eee EDINBURGH, 


x 8. wy. 1 ” 2 s 
1597 425 4 $9 dp wes ed 4 * 


MC. 


4 ;— 7 o ? n 93 * 
bu, 1 4 * r - 
4 2 * 4 * ; ” Y 
».© 96 2 * 1 » 3-55 « . *4 ; "OT | * 
A o * q * * «© 4 0 4 Sx 4-4 z 


* K . * * 
- « * Py A i 
* * G 8 * 4 - 
* * 23 N _ 1 * % A 
a os N t a ; 
5 1 * pF: 0 
all 7 * f 1 ; * > : 
* = 
on wt: 


1. 
its 4 55 5 . 
9 81 9 4 + . 
£ 2 # 4. FF”. "> 1 + 3 4 ne” ? a A 
4 F land the 5 wy 
1 3 b > 39 * 8 — 


. 
3 4284 4 Wo * — woe 2 * 1 2 i [1 — 2 FE : ? 7 ? - 2 3 ; 1 oF £ C 
Y 
* $ 
3 N 
| | Sept 6 6. 1 197 5. 
. 3 17 3 - 77 * | 5 ©; 6s 6 | 
| Fucaow-Crrezas and EY TK 12H 
Fre L a 1 4 
4 4 * 


\ HE prdfens arch to you is meant to wks 
your attention to a ſcheme of pretended im- 
provement of a few projecting heads, that 


purpoſe to bring upon you, who are already greatly 


burdened with taxes, new and unneceſſary burdens, 
for indulgence of their vanity and eaſe; and that at a 


time moſt unſeaſonable, when we have the diſagreeable | 


proſpect of being neceſſarily burdened with other new 
taxes, poſſibly yet unthought of, for ſupport of public 
credit, and the expence of the fleets and armies, that 
now Are, or may be employed againſt our American 
fellow. ſubjects, in the unhappy conteſt betwixt them 
and us, reſpecting the Parliament or Houſe of Com- 


mons of Great Britain their powers to tax America; 
for the raiſing of a revenue to Great Britain, to be at 


the diſpoſal of Parliament: a matter which it is the 


n of us all to with happily and — terminat- 
A "tl 
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ed, 48 its continuance will occaſion not only the N | 


ſion of the blood of many of our friends and fellow- 
ſubjects, but be the inevitable cauſe of bringing upon 


the nation and us, a ſmall part thereof, new burdens 
and taxes; whilſt, at the ſame time, from the ſtoppage 58 


of trade and intercourſe with North Keen, we will 
be rendered leſs able to bear them. FO 299) 


' Conninia ye, if. ſuch. be a 3 11 ſeaonable 
time for launching 1 into unprofitable and vain expences, 


for opening a new ſtreet and communication to the 


ſouth, by building a bridge over the Cowgate; of very 


little utility or advantage to any but the gay inhabi- 
tants of Nicholſon- ſtreet and George s- ſquare, that 


they may be carried with greater caſe and conveniency 


in their wheel-carriages, or chairs, to the theatre, or 


other amuſements within the town; a ſet of people 


which, at the ſame time, it is to be obſerved, reſide 
without the royalty, and dear no por” or r ſhare of uE 


taxes of the . 


Tus Advertiſer of Tueſday the 29th of Auguſt tells 


us, that This day, at a meeting of the heritors of 
„ the ſhire of Edinburgh, a plan was adopted for 


60 making the acceſs commodious from the ſouth to the 


„ High- ſtreet of Edinburgh, by building a bridge over 
<« the Cowgate. The entry to the ſouth end of the 
<« bridge is to be at a new port to be made in the city 


c wall, at Nicholſon-ſtreet ; and the north end of the 


bridge begins directly oppoſite to the bridge over 
„ the North Loch.—To defray the expence of this 
improvement, all the tolls round the city are to be 
raiſed, one fourth on carts, and one half upon ſad- 
dle-horſes and gentlemen sc: HAS; ; which addition 
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e ig to extend alſo to thoſe avenues to the city former- 

« ly exempt from toll. The expence is eſtimated at 

* L. 8600, for purchaſing houſes to open the acceſs 

and building the bridge; and the tolls at L. 1600 

; < annually, to be levied for eight or ten years, when 
the original coſt will be exhauſted. The matter was 

remitted: to a committee to draw up a bill for the 


purpoſes above-mentioned, which | is to be reported 
to another meeting.” 
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 Tavs appriſed of the intention of making a new. 

road and bridge, and of the ways and means to be 

uſed for the raiſing of a fund for defraying the expence 
by a new tax upon you, already greatly burdened ; 
ſuffer me to ſtate to you a ſhort hiſtory of the arms \ 

_ Pike-laws of Mid-Lothian, which, except the laws ſaid 

to have been enacted in the 12th year of Queen Anne, 

for the levying of certain ſmall tolls upon carts and 
loaded horſes at all the avenues into the city, have all 4 
of them been obtained within many of your memo- =o] 
TIES, 


Tre roads in the ſhire of Edinburgh in general, ; 
and thoſe about this city in particular, had, about the -  _ 

Pear 1746, through the increaſe of carts and wheel- 
carriages, and a want of attention, which for ſome time 
prevailed, to the regular repair of the roads by the 85 9 

means preſcribed by the laws then in being, fallen into 

ſuch a ruinous ſtate as not to be well reparable by the 

ways and means applicable thereto; wherefore the 
gentlemen of the ſhire bethought themſelves, after the 1 
example of many places in England, of applying to 8 1 
parliament for a turnpike- law, to authoriſe them to le- = 
vy certain tolls and duties at ſundry avenues into the 2 
A 2 | City. 
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EN + 
city, upon all carts, carriages, loaded and ſaddle -hox- 
ſes, and all cattle, paſſing the bars there erected, for 


the making and ſupport of the public roads: and to in- 
| duce the city not to make any oppoſition, it was agreed 


that no new tolls or duties ſhould be laid upon the ci- 


ty's roads to their port of Leith, or on the eaſt road 


leading to Mufſelburgh, as the funds for repair of theſe, 


if applied properly, were ſufficient for their ſupport. 


Allo, that certain articles in the trade, or for the ſer- 


vice of the city, ſhould paſs free of toll, particularly 
the ſkinners horſes and carts palling Ph, their work- 
places upon the Water-of-Leith, the bakers horſes and 
_ carts with flour. from their mills, and alt building ma: 


terials of ſtones, timber, and lime, for building with. 
in the city. Theſe things agreed to, the heritors of 
the ſhire, about the year 1 750, applied for and obtain - 


ed a law for levying a tax or duty on all carts, car- 
riages, horſes, or other cattle, paſſing by all the roads 


and avenues to the city of Edinburgh, excepting as is 
before- mentioned; with power, for the more ſpeedy 
repair of the 0 to the truſtees to borrow money 
upon the tolls to the extent therein limited, and with 
power allo to aſſign and impignorate the tolls and du- 
ties for the repayment. A number of the heritors of 
the ſhire, by name, with the commiſſioners of the ſup- 
ply, and ſundry others in particular offices, were by 


Parliament named commiſſioners for executing the 
powers in the act; whereupon the commiſſioners erect- 


ed immediately e bars for levying the tax, and 
ſet about repairing of the roads. 


ArTEer ſome years levying of the tolls authoriſed by 
this law, the commiſſioners, or majority of them, think- 
ing theſe duties not folly ſufficient for defray! ing all their 


projeſien 
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2 ojeQed. i improvements of the roads: and eroſs roads, | 

ot the heritors of the ſhire to apply to parliament for 
a ſecond law, authoriſing the levying of ſome. higher 
duties, and extending them to ſome particulars before 


excemed ; and as the community paid no attention to 
what they were about by this act, they procured the 


city's building materials to be lubjected t to _ tax, con. 


trary to Fa e 1 | 


Tas, Wa dal . of the ſhire ag themafbbven 


much benefited by the turnpike-law, which aided them 
greatly 1 in the improvement of their lands, and increaf- 


ing their rents, they projected an application to parlias 


ment for a third law, yet further to burden the city, 
and promote their own eaſe and advantage: they at 


this time purpoſed to have all the great roads leading 
to and from the city, made what they. were pleaſed to 


term radical roads, upon each of which a diſtindt and 


ſeparate toll or tax was to be paid; and no ticket got 
upon any one of theſe great roads, or at a bar on any 


\_ croſs road to them reſpectively attached, was to entitle 


the holder to paſs at another, but each was ſeparately 
to be paid for; which would have proved an inſupport- 
able burden upon the city and its inhabitants, as any 
perſon refiding in the city, going about his bufineſs on 
horſeback, might, in one day, or. afternoon, have had 
three, four, or more tolls to have paid for a very ſhort 
travel, and their carriages paſſing with their goods and 
merchandiſes would have been ſubjected to the fame; 
and it was likewiſe propoſed to have the tew roads 


wich are free charged with a new tax. 


Tas eyes of the community being opened to the 


evil conſequences of theſe propoſals, they expreſſed 


ſuch. 
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leſs, three-turnpike-laws for this ſhire were p 


. 
ſuch diſlike and oppoſition as made the leading men in 
the ſhire to alter and reform their propoſed bill, in ſuch 
manner as made the ſeveral bodies corporate of the 
community to ſuffer it to paſs without oppoſition, on 
the faith that no more new attempts of that ſort would 
de made. And thus, in the fpace of twenty Le 


in par- 
lament, which have enabled the landholders greatly to 


improve and increaſe their rents. But what advanta- 
ges has the community gained by theſe taxations. and 


improvements? Why, none; excepting that, from theſe 


and other concomitant cauſes, the price of all manner 
of vivers has increaſed to nearly double the rate they 


| were at before the turnpike-laws and taxes took place; 
ſo that the induſtrious and labouring part of the people, 


even with an increaſe of wages, are hardly put to it to 
earn a frugal ſubfiſtence to themſelves and families. 
But the landholders, who feel ſenſible advantage to 
themſelves from ' theſe taxes, do not readily ſee and 
conſider the diſtreſſes and hardſhips of the people in 
lower life. They conſider or look upon nothing as 
evils, which: does not bring immediately on themſelves 


ſome ſenſible diſtreſs or uneaſineſs. 4 15 


. My advice to you then, Sill ling; is ſhortly, 


that you, when met in the ſeveral ſocieties and bodies 


corporate into which you are formed, ſhould take this 
new-projected tax, and building it is meant to rear up, 
into ſerious conſideration; and if you be ſatisfied, as - 
you ſurely muſt, that this tax will be a great expence 
and hurt to you, and the building of no advantage or 


benefit, that you will all unite to oppoſe your being 
anda taxed, for the — on of a building that 


Will 
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3 1 1 
will be to you of no uſe, and jointly agree to petition | 
parliament, if ſuch bill be laid before them, that it 


may not paſs into a law, and that you OR be heard G 
e it * you counſel. 


MD the gay and hs great "RW their hearts ſet upon 

this project, and the being carried or, wheeled by this 
new bridge and road over our heads, let them know 
that it is but fit and- proper they ſhould execute their 
ſcheme, not at your expence, but their on; and from 
their afluence carry it on by ſubſcription out of their 
own purſes and if theſe be inſufficient, they may ap- 
ply to parliament for a tax to be levied at a bar to be 
erected on their bridge from the uſers of it; but ſuffer 


not either with your concurrence, or through your in- 


attention, a tax to be laid on the public which neceſſa- 
rily will affect every perſon in the place, even the wi- 
dow, the fatherleſs, and needy, for the executing of 

ſuch unprofitable works. 


 Trar in this and all others your affairs you may be 


guided to a faithful diſcharge of your duty, as men of 


prudence and good citizens, 1s the fincere wiſh of 
Your humble ſervant, 


4 EI 


P. 8. The foregoing was juſt prepared for the preſs, 
at the time that one who ſtyles himſelf A CITIZEN, 
publiſhed another letter upon the ſubje&, addreſſed 
not only to you, but to the heritors, farmers, and 
inhabitants of the county of Edinburgh, which, it 
was hoped, might have ſuperſeded the neceſſity of 

the 


5 | the publication of ibis aklrelt; obidp ad; repe 
udvertiſementy inferted | in4he itiewspapers ſince 
dime, it appears, that the projefiors of the intended 
South Bridge perſiſt in thei purpoſe of applying 0 
parlament, I have thought it incumbent upon me, 
| 55 50 call upon you to 
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pprebend it to be, could i be cartied into 4 w — 
5 ee ous conſequences to the community 8 

1 which 1 wang in whoſe welfare 1 ] 
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